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Results: The mean age of the study population was 57.8 ± 8.2 y
(range, 40 e 80 y). Smoking, family history of CAD and hyper-
cholesterolemia were significantly more prevalent in patients
with degenerative AS as compared to those with normal valves,
irrespective of the presence or absence of CAD. No significant
difference was noted in the presence of diabetes mellitus. On
multivariate logistic regression, hypercholesterolemia (OR, 8.5; CI,
4.2-17.0) and smoking history (OR, 2.2; CI, 1.1-4.6) were indepen-
dently associated with the aortic stenosis patient cohort.
Conclusions: The study showed a significant association of car-
diovascular risk factors with aortic stenosis independent of age,
gender and presence of angiographically determined CAD.
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Background: Health literacy is the degree to which individuals can
obtain, process and understand basic health information and
services needed to make appropriate health decisions, as defined
by the institute of medicine. It helps to motivate the individuals to
access, understand and use information inways that promote and
maintain good health. It is a social determinant of health. It has an
independent association with poor health.To care for themselves
and participate in their health care, patients must be able to un-
derstand and act on information and instructions given to themby
their healthcare providers. An adequate level of health literacy is
important in ensuring patient compliance and self management.
Little is known about the association between health literacy and
outcomes among patients with cardiovascular disorders. Popula-
tion with adequate health literacy seekmedical help early and are
more compliant with therapy.
Methods: We analysed the health literacy among a total of 458
patients with coronary heart disease attending 7 general practi-
tioners’ outpatient clinics in suburban Chennai. Various param-
eters such as age, sex, duration of illness, duration of therapy ,
number of hospitalisations, academic qualification, health liter-
acy, risk factors, compliance to therapy and addictive habits were
analysed based on questionnaire.
Results: The literacy rate of the study population was 87%. Health
literacy was 64%. Health literacy among males was 79% and
among females was 59%. Senior citizens comprised 64% of the
study population. The health literacy among senior citizens was
43%. Younger patients had a health literacy of 71%. The compli-
ance to treatment was higher among patients was higher in the
patients with health literacy than among those who did not have
health literacy. (88% vs. 47%) which is a significant difference. The
number of hospitalisations due to non compliance to therapy was
also much higher in the population with no health literacy. Pa-
tients with health literacy had better control of risk factors such as
hypertension and blood sugars. The addictive habits were also
higher among the population with no health literacy. 53%
compared to 39% among population with health literacy.
Conclusions: Patients with health literacy had better compliance
to therapy, had better outcomes, and were less symptomatic and
required lesser hospitalizations compared to patients with no
health literacy. Hence health literacy leads to better outcomes in
treatment and outcomes of diseases, particularly heart diseases.
Hence treating physicians should spend more time and device
methods to educate about the nature of illness and importance of
adherence to therapy and advice on regular follow up and life style
modifications to ensure better outcomes to therapy.
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Background: Cardiovascular diseases are the most important
cause of mortality in women. To determine gender-specific
participation in periodic cardiovascular health check program at a
tertiary care hospital in India we performed a study.
Methods: Successive subjects that participated in a physical
check-up program from January 2008 to June 2012 were enrolled.
Gender distribution of subjects that participated in comprehen-
sive cardiac evaluation or other comprehensive health checkswas
determined. Descriptive statistics are reported.
Results: 35,326 subjects (men 25,260, women 10,066) participated
in the health check program over this period. Cardiac check up
was performed in 12,513 (men 10,148, women 2,365) while 22,813
(men 15,112, women 7,701) enrolled in other comprehensive
health check programs. Gender based proportions that partici-
pated in both the groups are shown in table. As compared with
women, significantly more men participated in cardiac check up
program (Odds ratio4.87, 95% CI 4.70-5.04) as well as other health
check up programs (Odds ratio2.19, 95% CI 2.07-2.30). Increasing
trend in participation of women was observed for non-cardiac
health checks.
Year Cardiac check up Other health checks
Men Women Men Women
2008 JaneJun 726 (81.5) 165 (18.5) 731 (72.9) 375 (27.1)
2008 JuleDec 720 (79.0) 191 (21.0) 1059 (72.7) 477 (27.3)
2009 JaneJun 1076 (79.3) 281 (20.7) 1342 (70.7) 720 (29.7)
2009 JuleDec 1215 (79.7) 309 (20.3) 1636 (65.5) 859 (34.5)
2010 JaneJun 1216 (81.6) 274 (18.4) 1586 (64.7) 866 (35.3)
2010 JuleDec 2011 (80.8) 478 (19.2) 3257 (67.8) 1548 (32.2)
2011 JaneJun 1204 (81.6) 271 (18.4) 1898 (66.7) 948 (33.3)
2011 JuleDec 1120 (83.5) 221 (16.5) 2164 (65.4) 1143 (34.6)
2012 JaneJun 860 (83.1) 175 (16.9) 1439 (65.3) 765 (34.7)
Total 10148 (81.1) 2365 (18.9) 15112 (66.2) 7701 (33.8)
Conclusions: Significantly lower proportions of women partici-
pate in cardiovascular health-check program at a tertiary care
hospital. This may suggest lower awareness of heart disease risk
among women.
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